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have illustrated this rule by examples : x here I may add
a few more instances to conclude the subject of taboo. Thus
among the Banyoro of Uganda " a potter is careful to place
his pots when drying where they shall not be stepped over
and where no pregnant woman shall come near them.
Should either of the above precautions be disregarded, it is
thought the pots will break when being baked.'1 2 Among
the Bakene, a small tribe of lake dwellers and fishers in
Uganda, " when a man is making a new line or net, his
father's wives must keep away from him lest they should
accidentally step over the materials of his work; such an
action would have a disastrous effect, as the line or net
would not catch thereafter unless he learned what had hap-
pened and was able to propitiate the spirit of the net by an
offering of food which he fastened to the material where the
woman had stepped over it. If this is not done, they say
that no net over which a woman has stepped will retain fish,
they will merely pass through its meshes, unless the spirit
is propitiated." 8 In Loango it is believed that if a person
steps over a sleeper he thereby transfers to the sleeper all the
sorrows and sufferings with which he himself is afflicted,
and that to step over a child is to stunt its growth,4 Similarly
the Merinas of Madagascar believe that to step over children
renders them weak and puny.6
The Wajagga of Mount Kilimanjaro think that if a person
has stepped over the body of another he should at once turn
back and leap over the body in the reverse direction, thus
undoing his first action, but that if he fails to do so the man
he stepped over will soon die* Among these people if a she-
goat has leaped over a man lying on the ground it is killed,
and a he-goat which has leaped over the body of a woman
lying on the ground is also killed. But if the owner of the
animals wishes to keep them he may do so on condition of
leading them back and causing them to leap over again the
body of the man or woman.6
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